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What They’re Saying About

the “Stop the Hidden Taxes” Initiative…

“Most people believe they pay enough in taxes.  The court has opened the door to a host of new taxes – disguised as fees – on a host of new products and services.  Closing this loophole is the most important taxpayer protection vote the people of California can make.”—Larry McCarthy, California Taxpayers’ Association

“Without this initiative, consumers will bear the burden of a host of government-mandated fees on products.  This initiative keeps faith with Proposition 13 and will guarantee that taxpayers have a voice in determining which tax proposals are necessary and which aren’t.” – Allan Zaremberg, President, California Chamber of Commerce  

“The court has stretched the government’s police power in the area of regulation.  The potential threat to the California business community and consumers is significant.  If the decision is allowed to stand, it will embolden politicians to levy taxes on their pet projects no matter how consumers might be hurt.” – Jack Stewart, President, California Manufacturers and Technology Association

“Judge Janice Brown had held that the act, which is funded by fees on manufacturers of products containing lead, violates Proposition 13 because the "fees" are actually taxes that were not passed by a two-thirds vote of the Legislature.” (Judge Brown was eventually reversed by the Supreme Court) – The Daily Recorder, Aug. 1, 1996

Are Consumers At Risk?…

“San Francisco should consider taxing movie, theater and concert tickets, perhaps even video rentals, to pay for art and music programs in the public schools, Supervisor Mabel Teng said yesterday [Sept. 13, 1999].” – San Francisco Chronicle, September 14, 1999

“…a simple violence tax on TV programs [and] movies…Ideally, this violence tax should be tied to viewership.  That is, the bigger the audience, the bigger the tax.” – Peter Navarro, UC Irvine, in the Los Angeles Times, June 15, 1999 

“Selling wine, beer and liquor in the city [of Santa Cruz] just got more expensive…the 6-1 [city council] vote came despite opposition from the 600-member Santa Cruz Area chamber of commerce and 10 business owners telling the council the fee will only hurt small bars and mom-and-pop shops, particularly restaurants that serve mostly wine.  To make up for the fees, some businesses owners warned they may be forced to charge customers more.” – Santa Cruz Sentinel, October 16, 1998

“Trying to win over neighborhood critics of the unrelenting growth of San Francisco’s dot-com industry, Supervisor Leslie Katz proposed yesterday that such companies pay more to construct affordable housing and that their future development be limited.”

– San Francisco Chronicle, April 18, 2000
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