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Potential Fees/Taxes That Proposition 37

Would Subject to a Local Vote or Two-Thirds Legislative Majority Vote

The California Taxpayers’ Association has identified some of the fees and taxes that politicians could add to the price of goods and services we use every day.  Proposition 37 is based on the premise that there is no difference between a government-imposed tax and a government-imposed fee; therefore, the same constitutional requirements should apply.  The following is a partial list of fees/taxes that Proposition 37 would subject to a two-thirds majority vote of the state legislature or local vote of the electorate before they could be enacted. 

Food

· A fee on fatty foods to fund nutrition programs, obesity treatment and research into the health effects of fat consumption.

· A fee on processed foods or foods containing sugar, caffeine or other substances that are believed to have a potential adverse health impact.

· Fees on products sold at grocery stores to mitigate traffic congestion.

· Litter abatement fees.

Utilities

· Fees to mitigate potential damage to existing infrastructure.

· Fees to finance alternative energy research and generation.

· Fossil fuel consumption fees.

· Fees to study the health effects of exposure to transmission lines.
Automobiles and Gasoline

· Fees to fund accident response, reduction and investigation.

· Mileage fees to subsidize mass transit.

· Fees to finance air bag research.

· Accident injury fund fees.

· Tailpipe emission/global warming fees.

· Carbon consumption fees to encourage use of alternative fuel sources.

Household Products

· Fees to support poison control centers.

· Fees to support education programs on the proper use, storage and disposal of household chemicals.

Medicine

· Fees on new medicines to study health effects and build funds to treat subsequent health problems that might arise.

· Fees to pay for drug education, screening, testing and treatment programs.
· Fees to pay for poison control centers.
Cable Television

· Fees to pay for the diminution in durability and longevity of roads due to road cuts necessary for cable installation.

· Fees on cable television companies to narrow the digital divide.
Cell Phones

· Fees on cell phones to reduce the impact of DWT (Driving While Talking).

· Fees on cell phones to subsidize the state’s 911 service

· Fees to study the health effects of exposure to radio waves.

Entertainment

· Traffic impact fees on arenas, theatres, amusement parks, entertainment centers.

· Public safety impact fees.

· Location mitigation fees relating to traffic, clean-up, public safety and emergency services.

· Fees on television programming, video games, video rentals to mitigate violence.
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